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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

The North Fork Valley is filled with people who take 
pride in taking care of themselves, their neighbors, and 
the larger community. The fierce spirit of the West and 
of independence is alive and well. It is reflected in the 
lines carved in people’s faces and hands as they work 
the land to grow food and livestock feed, mine for coal, 
and raise animals for food. It can be found in the pre-
dominant “git ‘er done” work ethic, the abundance of art-
ists and entrepreneurs, tight social and religious net-
works, committed volunteerism and the diverse life-
styles of the people who call the North Fork Valley 
home.

 



Growing changes in the valley’s population and the anticipa-
tion of a changing local economy have engaged this “do-it-
yourself” attitude. A small group of citizens concerned about 
the future of the North Fork Valley began organizing commu-
nity conversations to spark residents to think about the future 
of their place. Under the name “Vision 2020”, this group hosted 
larger community meetings to specifically explore how the val-
ley’s economy could look in year 2020.

A few years later, the Vision 2020 group applied for the Heart 
& Soul grant through the Orton Family Foundation in hopes of 
finding solutions to one of the valley’s greatest challenges: 
bringing together our politically and ideologically diverse com-
munity to find common ground and a shared vision for actions 
that will steward future development.

After spending two years asking thousands of people in the 
North Fork “what matters most to the future of the valley?”, peo-
ple’s stories and statements were organized into five shared 
“value statements” which this book explores through words 
and pictures. We also collaborated with local filmmaker Jordan 
Schevene to explore these values through stories and film

We hope you enjoy this exploration of the valley and share 
this book with friends and family. We also hope this book contin-
ues to spark the important conversations about how we pre-
serve, steward and grow our valley’s unique quality of life into 
the future.
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Where did these stories and values come 
from?

The North Fork Heart & Soul Project collected stories, inter-
views, and surveys, both in person and online, from 2012 
through 2013.

In the first round, the project team and volunteers heard from 
over 1,300 residents of Hotchkiss, Paonia, and Crawford. We 
talked with folks at all the local festivals, in churches, at local 
meetings and on the street. We paid attention to words, pic-
tures, and videos from our Advisory Team volunteer interviews 
and youth reporter interviews through our collaboration with 
KVNF and the Pass the Mic program. “Slice of the Pie” events 
offered delicious pie and group conversations. We participated 
in art events, Hotchkiss Downtown Improvement activities, con-
ducted surveys at the libraries, collaborated on “Lovett or 
Leave it!” beverage coasters, and worked with the high schools 
on youth surveys…just to name a few places we explored! The 
thousands of comments were distilled into five primary values 
that were verified through written and online surveys and meet-
ings.

Demographics of those who participated reflect the make-up 
of the county in areas of age, occupation, income, and years 
spent in the valley. Newspaper articles, newsletters, posters, 
and infographs kept citizens informed of project progress.
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CHAPTER 2

Rural and 
Natural 
Environment

We value our rural and natural environ-
ment that has an abundance of resources 
and opportunities for healthy living, quality 
food, work, recreation and connection to the 
land.



1. We value access to the natural resources of the environment, which includes the accessibil-
ity to public lands for recreation, hunting, fishing, personal/spiritual renewal, and the historical 
affordability of private land where we live, raise our families, and where much of our quality 
food comes from.

2. We value the wealth of resources in our environment that currently contribute to our pri-
mary economic sectors, such as coal mining, ranching, farming, and value-added agricultural 
products.

3. We value the water resources, which are important for human consumption, agriculture, 
wildlife habitat, recreation, which are key to the long-term viability of our communities.

4. We value a rural lifestyle and the natural beauty in the North Fork Valley, which includes 
the open space, vistas, dark night skies, a peaceful and relaxing environment, and the opportu-
nity to explore and have adventures on our public lands.

5. We value the quality of our environment and strive to manage and steward our natural re-
sources locally and responsibly.

6. We recognize the value of our natural re-
sources, including new local energy resources 
like coal bed methane, and our abundance of 
renewable resources such as biomass, hydro-
power, solar and wind energy.

<<What’s important to me about the stewardship of the land here in this valley is 
keeping it clean, and available for future generations. So there will be land develop-
ment, there will be mining development, they’ll be different kinds of development. So 
how can we have those things here and still coexist and have those different entities 
provide a long-term livelihood for the people who live here and ensure that the qual-
ity of the land lasts for longer than any of us can imagine?>>
North Fork Valley resident

5

 

 



<<I became a steward of some land out in Crawford - ninety-two 
acres. I put it into a land trust and my vision is to bring people there 
that never get to experience Mother Nature, to help them heal with 
Mother Nature because it’s just wild 
land. I do feel like Mother Nature is 
the best healer that we have and that 
she can teach us a lot of things if we 
listen.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<I love the plethora of wildlife here - 
bird watching, elk, deer, wild turkeys. 
I get excited every time I see 
something!>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<Standing on my deck and looking up at the stars and seeing the Milky Way, so bright. We get to see it every night when it’s clear. 
Some people have never seen that.>>
Celia Roberts

<<The North Fork Valley is unique because of the clean crisp air, the smell of good food, and the people. 
The air is not heavy with pollution and the sound of cars and buses. The air wafts gently around carrying 
the peace of the North Fork Valley.>>
Will Ela

<<After I first moved here I was out at my friend’s place out in the country. We were just sitting together 
on her front porch watching the full moon. It was the big harvest moon that first fall. It was enormous. 
We were enjoying some of the local wine together and it was the perfect evening, absolutely magical. 
You’ve had the feeling, I’ve come home.>>
Annette Choszczyk
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<<I love the North Fork Valley because my family and I can live rurally next 
to all the farms and ranches with our own forty acres, but still be only ten 
minutes from town when we run out of milk. Also I love how they strive to 
keep the air and water fresh and the industries clean. This area is unique be-
cause people are aware of the world around them. Instead of beating away na-
ture, they build around it. Instead of moving a hill to build a house, they build 
into the hill. To me, this is what makes our area special.>>
Issac VanHorn

<<I am a big fan of the outdoors. Having the opportunity to see big game in 
my backyard is a real treat, as is waking up every morning in this mountain 
environment regardless of what the weather is up to…As for the stewardship 
of the land, I am proud of the work we do to be responsible stewards of our 
God-given resources. We mine coal in an environmentally responsible man-

ner and reclaim our minimal disturbances.>>
Mike Peacock

<<As I get older I realize that to grow great fruit we need to let that system 
work by itself and keep our hands off of it as much as we can. I think 
Mother Nature has a wonderful system. So many interactions that we don’t 
understand, that all we have to do is try and meddle with it as little as possi-
ble in order to grow the products that we sell and that sustain us. To me 
that means that we have to take great care of that system. That means build 
the soils, that means grow the cover crops, that means take care of the 
trees.>>
Steve Ela
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<<I love growing food. I love 
having a relation ship with 
the land and seeing that what 
I am able to give to it, it gives 
back to me a thousand fold. I 
think we’re not just steward-
ing the land, we’re steward-
ing our community. We’re tak-
ing care of each other. We’re 
taking care of what is our foundation, that feeds us and nurtures us. Just 
that awareness is something that a lot of people have, particularly if you’re 
a rancher or farmer or miner, you’re interacting with the land every day. …
Part of our contribution is creating something that’s more beautiful, and I 
think that’s one of the ways we can steward the land.>>

North Fork Valley resident

<<I came here in the early 70s as part of a movement of young people who were trying to get out of the cities and commercialism and 
get back to the land. I think there’s a lot of growth in the humans who’ve come here and done farming and worked with education and 
just trying to find alternatives. I remember in the 60s they used to say, ‘If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem.’ 
And I really feel there’s a lot of humans here who want to find real solutions to the problems.>>
North Fork Valley resident
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CHAPTER 3

Small Town Feel 
and Sense of 
Community

We value our small town feel and sense of 
community.



1. We value and desire to have safety in our valley - a place where our kids are safe, 
there is low crime, and everyone has a sense of security.

2. We value the welcoming and friendly people, and how many support each other in 
times of need, even if they come from different segments of the community.

3. We value our individual communities and groups, schools, and sports events that 
bring us together, social and religious organizations, volunteer/service opportunities, 
and the hard working and creative people who live here.

4. We recognize the importance of encouraging the same friendliness, respect, and ac-
knowledgment that people experience in their individual communities to others within 
this multi-community valley.

5. We value our families and long-standing personal and work relationships, seeing 
people we know on the street, the accessibility of our local leaders, as well as our ability 
to maintain our privacy.

6. We value the community resources we have, including our libraries, parks, radio sta-
tion, pool, and schools while recognizing many would like more of these resources and 
higher quality services.

<<(I value) all the things that the community does to help those in need. The Toys for 
Tots that they do, the food pantry that the American Legion does. I do believe the Meth-
odist Church also will hand out food baskets and things of that nature. I just think it’s 
something you can’t get anywhere else. You’re just a number in bigger areas and here 
you’re a person.>>
Alicia Whittamore
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<<…there are a lot of very individualistic people here, myself included. I think becoming a tighter commu-
nity including everybody is really important. Getting along with each other, being open and accepting with 
each other, that’s where our values lie.>>
Celia Roberts

<<It’s an open-minded community, despite what everyone says; we all get along really well for being so 
diverse.>>
Mike King

<<I most appreciate the diversity in the valley. To 
me, it is wonderful when my daughter is in school 
and she details some kind of an issue that some-
body had, and how the teacher dealt with it and we 
can talk about how differently everyone is raised. 
There is real value in that for me. I think with dif-
ferent points of view, even though we don’t ascribe 
to them, understanding what they are makes me a 
better person, by listening and trying to put myself 
in the shoes of others to understand who and what 
and how and why.>>
Neal Schwieterman

<<I love that most people greet you walking down 
the street, or the “two-fingered” wave as you traverse country roads. I see citizens making sure their eld-
erly neighbors are getting what they need, shoveling walks, etc. I see a place where kids aren’t left at 
school, but another family makes sure they arrive home safely. When tragedy strikes, this community 
bands together to ask, ‘What can we do?’ While we hotly contest our politics, we also hotly defend the right 
to contest with each other. I truly believe that our diversity is our strength.>>
Barb Peterson
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<<There’s a bounty of things to do here and to be involved in. That’s unlike any other town I’ve 
lived in.>>
Amber Kleinman

<<When people tell me they’re going to move here I tell them that you 
can’t just slough off. You can’t just move here and take the ride of this 
great community. If you love what you’re coming to, you need to get 
your hands dirty, you need to at least pay your money membership fee 
to all of these great organizations, but really put some time in as well. 
Otherwise, we don’t want you. We don’t! The kind of community that we 
have is dependent on our participation.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<Despite its smallness, it’s still an amazing place to be and grow up, and I would love 
my kids to grow up in this area.>>
Lexi Johnson

<<As a person living with autism…I found that growing up in a community that was small and supportive such as 
Paonia, provided me an opportunity to invest in myself and to see the value of social skills.>>
Carter Keegan

<<Just like in any small town in America, everyone in Hotchkiss knows eve-
ryone else’s business, but this nosiness is certainly not deserving of the 
negative connotation it carries with it. This nosiness has been an asset to me and my family, and 
it has kept us safe.>>
Jordan Belew

<<I love the North Fork Valley. The small town comradeship and 1950s’ lifestyle. This is still very 
much what Colorado was when I was young.>>
North Fork Valley resident
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<<I love living in the North Fork Valley. All the people in this valley are so different. They’re like fla-
vors mixed together to make a wonderful, new taste. Living here, I get all kinds of experiences that I 
would never find anywhere else.>>
Athena Peters

<<A year and a half ago my mom was diagnosed with cancer. In that time frame 
she was terribly sick, she had tons of hospital bills. I had to get her down to 
Grand Junction five days a week for treatments plus try to work and I was in 
shock. I had complete strangers offer to drive her down for her treatments, of-
fering to pay bills, cooking her meals. I’ll never forget that. That kindness and 
compassion was something that I’ll never forget and I don’t think I’ll ever leave 

this valley because of that.>>
Alicia Whittamore

<<There is cultural diversity here. ‘Friction leads to vibrancy!’ Sometimes there is too much friction, but it sure 
makes it interesting!>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<(My wish for the future of the valley is that) people would be willing to sit down together and 
have conversations that are true and honest and intelligent and open, despite differences. Talk 
openly and find common ground. Everyone deserves to have a good life and working together 
in small communities is critical, and that requires good communication and open 
heartedness.>>
Regna Jones

<<It is a whole – not a bunch of pieces. A fabric of…cheese makers, meat growers, vegetables, 
and there’s culture! Social interactions with intelligent thoughtful people. There’s music. Neigh-
borliness…it is a community.>>
Carol Schott
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<<When you go to town, people look at one another. And whether you know them or 
not, there is an acknowledgment that you have been seen, and you saw them…>>
James Schott
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CHAPTER 4

Steady 
Economy

We envision a steady economy with work op-
portunities and the ability to grow our tradi-
tional and emerging economic sectors.



1. We value the historical employment opportunities in the valley, including coal min-
ing, agriculture, small businesses, and downtown businesses, as well as the jobs, 
money and resources they bring to our local economy.

2. We value our public lands and open space and how they contribute to our econ-
omy, through tourism, hunting and fishing, severance payments, recreation and by at-
tracting people who bring new jobs and resources to the valley. We recognize that his-
torical access to private land has created a valuable source of current income in prop-
erty sales and rentals.

3. We recognize the need to take responsibility, plan, and encourage the future eco-
nomic health of our local economy.

4. We recognize the importance of growing the diversity of job opportunities for peo-
ple of all ages, including meaningful work, to “keep” the people who want to live here 
and directly address current underemployment.

5. We value the contributions of new and growing economic sectors, including the 
arts and value-added agricultural sector and the “Creative District” designation; the 
marketing and recognition of our quality foods and beverages and North Fork Valley 
brand; agri-tourism; the growth of Internet businesses and importance of new telecom-
munications infrastructure; and the additional economic contributions coming from 
non-labor sources of income.

6. We value the growing retirement community who is socially active, involved in 
civic life and the governance of our towns, non-profits and commissions, supports the 
arts, and contributes to the disposable income in the economy.

7. We value the opportunities people have to live using both innovative and traditional means of working within the economy, includ-
ing bartering, trading, and an emerging “gift” economy.
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<<I hope Paonia can economically grow, yet keep the atmosphere that makes it so 
unique.>>
Anthony Roeber

<<The most important aspect of the valley to me is the rural, old-west-meets-new-west 
feel. I like that our valley is three different towns with rural, open farm and rangeland in-
between. It would be a loss if these rural lands filled with subdivisions, trophy homes, gas 
wells, feedlots or other industrial size confined animal operations. I value that these lands 
are small-scale, family-owned ranching and farming operations.>>
Robyn Morrison

<<I enjoy that our town is not based 
around one certain industry. There’s a di-
versity of jobs that people do. It’s not com-
pletely based on serving a ski area or 

serving a factory. People do a lot of interesting things here.>>
Amber Kleinman

<<This valley is one of the most unique places. If you go two hours in any direction 
you have everything. Where else has all this put together? Growing fruit, grapes, 
cheeses, grazing, grass fed meats, a mild climate…>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<There is a lot of creativity and many arts that are being developed here.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<What I love about the North Fork Valley is that we impact not only our local communities, the state, the nation, but also the world. 
We have amazing scientists, activists, artists, writers, musicians, craftsmen and entrepreneurs.>>
North Fork Valley resident
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<<I’ve been trying to think of another mountain town or community similar to Paonia that the work-
ing class can really afford, and I can’t think of another one.>>
Tonya Huspen

<<(We have) abundant natural resources - including coal, ranching, 
orchards, and access to public lands. Strong work ethic. I see so 
many strong young families working hard at their ranches, 
schools, coal mines, and shops.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<I love that we have so many organic farms and orchards.>>
Carolyn Ringo

<<After I graduate from college, and hopefully medical school, I 
want to come home and use my profession to give back to the community.>>
Jayson Garrett Park

<<(I) do most of my Christmas shopping at Paonia Farm and Home, where I sit and eat peanuts while they wrap 
the presents. My son loves this. It’s not like (a big box store) where you get things for ‘peanuts’ but don’t get 
peanuts.>>
Brent Helleckson

<<The ability to add value to the agricultural production – agricultural produc-
tion in the world market as a raw commodity…we are in a bad spot, it is just 
too expensive for us to ship out of here, unless you add value…>>
Tom Huercamp

<<It’s happening here – the vitality – the arts, the food, put it all together - how do you quantify 
that? To quote a friend…the things that are important here, none of them have anything to do with 
money. It is intrinsic. I am at a loss for words. People see it and are attracted here…>>
Neal Schwieterman
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<<I would like there to be enough jobs here so that the kids that like the small town can come back and 
live should they want to. There have to be more jobs available. There has to be a more sustainable 
economy.>>
Neal Schwieterman

<<I understand that change is going to occur, and that more and more people will 
be attracted to this area just as I was, but there are some fundamental changes 
that we as citizens should not allow. We cannot let our air or water quality be 
threatened by extractive industries, especially natural gas drilling. Gas drilling op-
erations, in my mind, represent the single greatest threat to our small town way 
of life and I think we should do everything possible as a community to prevent the 

disastrous changes that they would bring>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<I love the exchange of ideas, dreams, and visions. I love the four seasons with the ability to grow food…I 
love the beauty and recreational opportunities. I love the general peace and tranquility. Sometimes I do need 
more work though…>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<The fact that our economy is based on energy and agriculture which has enabled us to have 
clean air, water and a small town atmosphere.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<I love how the artists support and celebrate each other. I love how new ideas can take shape 
here. How things can be built from the ground up.>>
Ali Lightfoot

<<The most important issue in the valley is economic stability and the future of coal mining - the 
development of an economic base that does not need to rely on the changing coal mining 
industry.>>
Steve Leighton
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<<We have a direct link with people ‘I bought it from you because I know you made it’.>>
Chris Sutton

20



CHAPTER 5

Freedom, 
Independence 
and Personal 
Responsibility

We value our freedom to live the way we 
choose, our independence and personal re-
sponsibility to our communities.



1. We value the “freedom to be” who we are, deter-
mine our own future and live our lives how we want to 
without undue authority telling us otherwise.

2. We recognize that the growing diversity of people 
with different interests, cultures, careers, lifestyles, 
thoughts, and beliefs will require us to learn how to ex-
tend the “freedom to be” to people unlike ourselves.

3. We recognize our interdependence and balance 
our personal freedom with our personal responsibility 
to our neighbors.

4. We recognize that rules, laws or regulations also 
protect personal freedoms, constitutional and property 
rights. When applied in good faith and measure, rules 
create fairness, protect land, sustain property value, 
and create predictability in land use and the future look 
and feel of our towns and county.

5. We value the self-sufficiency that comes with the freedom of having access to the land and its quality resources.

6. We value and recognize the need to invest in our shared public resources and governmental services in order to maintain the in-
frastructure, and to make our towns more livable, walkable, and attractive.

<<The thing I’ve always appreciated about the North Fork Valley is that the average middle-income family can afford not only to live 
here but to afford land. In many cities middle-income families can afford a house in a subdivision but not property. I love this area be-
cause it really is conducive to country living for the average middle class family. I love the high altitude and the clean air and water 
and all of those things that we love about living here. Growing your own garden, you can have livestock because there’s not zoning 
and a bunch of regulations that tell you what you can and can’t have on your property. It’s always been that way and that’s one of the 
things I appreciate the most.>>
Tonya Huspen
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<<Freedom and responsibility together – means true liberty. We get to choose as a person who has inalien-
able rights, choose what is best for us, instead of someone else choosing for us, and the responsibility that 
goes with that. Taking personal responsibility for our choices.>>
Bob Huspen

<<We live in a society, and property rights are not without responsibility.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<I like the freedom! Including freedom from land regulations and zoning. I like the cattle and sheep 
ranches and the stability provided by the mines. I like the ‘old guard’ culture.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<We’re here as caretakers. We’re here in a fleeting moment of life to honor and to be 
blessed to be here. Not just to give to each other, but to give to the land. I don’t know 
what the land needs. I think part of it is just listening and learning and realizing we don’t 
have the answers. We don’t know everything, and we certainly don’t have any right to 
abuse each other or the land.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<(There is a) feeling of freedom, openness, 
spaces to go out and exercise and explore, and not 
being confined to an office…or to have to battle 
traffic. I like being my own boss with my own 
time, and this is a great area to be able to be your 
own boss.>>
Ralph D’Alessandro

<<I believe we should all respect one another to the point that we live our lives deserving of 
that respect. I enjoy the freedom that we have in our rural environment and appreciate the sacri-
fices of those who came before me to make that possible…Very few places in the country can 

you find people willing to help out a stranger as you can here.>>
Mike Peacock
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<<…I like the fact that there is diversity of life around me. That I am not surrounded by all the same development. I 
like the diversity in the people and the visual diversity. Some places are neat and pristine, some aren’t. I share ditch re-
sponsibilities with a variety of people. As a farmer, I like that my way of life is not out of the ordinary.>>
James Schott

<<If I had a magic wand, Delta County would have a comprehensive 
and meaningful land use and planning document, ensuring future 
growth is managed to enhance the small- scale farming and ranching 
that currently occurs in the valley.>>
Robyn Morrison

<<I would declare the North Fork Valley a bioregion where all energy and food is pro-
duced here. Solar, wind, water and biomass are here already - and would supply heat-
ing, cooking, cooling, lighting and vehicle fuels.>>
Ed Eaton
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CHAPTER 6

Traditions 
and Heritage

We honor our traditions and heritage while 
looking to the future.



1. We value and respect the traditions and heritage of the rural and natural environment, the sense of community and a small town 
feel, the economy, and of our western, rural environment that places importance on freedom, independence and personal responsibil-
ity.

2. We recognize the past is an important foundation on which to build the future.

3. We recognize that change is inevitable, and value the opportunity to take what is important, leave behind what no longer works, 
and envision a future for the valley that continues to make this place a unique and special place to live.

<<We have the real Colorado, with its conservative ranchers and hunters and people that were born here. Also, we have what I call 
‘new people’ that, like me, have moved here and are more liberal and bring in a flavor of the best of the world outside of us.>>
Steve Smith
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<<A lot of kids want to follow in their parents’ footsteps, but that’s eas-
ier said than done. Whoever said that ranching was easy, getting up 
early, going to bed late, with hardly any sleep in between, obviously 
never spent time on a ranch. Whether it’s blazing hot outside or a bliz-
zard, we have to do what we have to do. Now it’s my turn to direct peo-
ple to that supporting shoulder they need. My goal is to help those 
who need help and to keep my small country ranch just the way it is 
with all its history and wild surroundings intact for my kids’ future.>>
Amanda Harding

<<We have clean air and good food. Most of my friends do some kind of agricultural thing. It is not a job; it 
is just something they do, to have something a little better. Canning, making teas…just to make sure we 
are eating better food, and our food doesn’t come out of a package.>>
Bob McHugh

<<What can we do to build into the eco-system? Because that is what is going to sustain us, that’s what’s go-
ing to nurture us, that’s what’s going to make us successful as fruit growers. How can we think long-term? 
What can we do to keep that system working and build it up so it has the long-term potential? That’s what I 
enjoy as a fruit grower, that’s what intrigues me, that’s what makes it fun. Every year is different.>>
Steve Ela

<<We are all local. I don’t care if it is five generations or new. We all live here.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<It is said that a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. I believe this to be true for a community. If one 
person is in need, the chain is weakened. However, in a strong community, the other links or members in 
the community, will bond together and support that weak link until it holds strong again. I believe that the 
true value of a strong community is learning through generations and support given.>>
Savannah Rocha
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<<We need more people who have the energy and interest to stay in the valley. We need new young enthusi-
asm and perspective, which has respect for what this rural area offers, and is. Including mineral extraction 
in a way that is responsible and preserves as much of the environment as possible and minimizes the 
impact.>>
Ralph D’Alessandro

<<What you see is what you get…love it or leave it.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<My eighty-year-old great uncle came through and he grew up in the valley. He comes back 
every year, usually for Cherry Days. We asked him how has Paonia changed since he was a 
kid. He thought for a minute and goes, “You know, it really hasn’t changed much.” And that’s 
one thing that I think is so attractive about it. It’s still a slower pace. It’s still a little bit of a 
pocket. It’s resisted a lot of the change around it. That’s why the traditions of Cherry Days are 
so important to people because they want to come from their busy lives in the city to what they 
knew as a kid and have it still be there. My wish for the future of the valley would be that it 
pretty much stay the same.>>
Tonya Huspen

<<If my son wants to farm, then we better do something about how we are farming and what we are doing to the water and 
the soil that we farm. If we are going to succeed in agriculture, improve the tilth of the soil. The biggest thing we are going to 
have to do is figure a way to deliver the quality of water at the discharge that we get in the input…improve the soil quality 
that improves air quality, water quality and a variety of things in our little valley.>>
John Herald

<<Crawford = cattle ranches and as a fifth generation resident, I think ranching is important.>>
North Fork Valley resident

<<Farm kids were the first to be drafted, along with the city street kids, so we have a lot of veterans 
here – WWII veterans, Vietnam veterans, and patriotism is a very big deal, and a very serious issue…>>
Pat Larson
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<<And so this land belongs with us and we belong with the 
land. Its resources do not belong to us. Its resources are for us 
to be in harmony with. Only take what you want and when you 
need it. Up on the mountain, from the smallest ant to the largest 
animal, they cross those mountains during the summer time; 
there’s a window for you to harvest all of those that will sustain 
you through the winter…I would ask you as the new stewards 
and the new owners since the 1800s that you care and love and 
hold to your heart this land that gives you so much.>>
Roland McCook
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CHAPTER 7

Conclusion

Thank you to the thousands of people who shared their 
stories, hopes, fears and experiences living in the North 
Fork Valley. Exploring the three towns and valley over 
the last two years was both challenging and incredibly 
rewarding. It was a unique honor to listen to the many 
personal comments and conversations of the North Fork 
Valley residents about what makes this place special.



These conversations are just the beginning of the journey to 
shape our future in a way that strengthens and builds upon our 
shared values. Like the “Code of the Old West” which deter-
mined people’s conduct on the Western Frontier, can we have a 
“Code of the North Fork Valley” that helps guide our personal 
and group decision making?

We invite you to continue these conversations and to encour-
age elected officials to consider the values in their decision-
making. We stand today on the bridge between the past and the 
future. What will be the history we create?
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CHAPTER 8

Credits

Thank you to the generous photographers 
who provided fantastic images of the North 
Fork Valley!



Here are the photographers:

Jim Brett -

Chapter 2: elk; Chapter 3: kids in park, Kids Pasta Project, sen-
ior ladies, child painting, dancing couple, interviewing seniors; 
Chapter 8: seniors in park

Rita Clagett -

Chapter 2: back road and sky, Needle Rock rainbow, hawk, hum-
mingbird, sheep herd, fall aspen; Chapter 3: senior on tractor, 
sheep dog trial, tomatoes, seniors kissing; Chapter 4: sheep 
shearing, Paradise Theatre, Monica’s oven, cherry picking, 
honey, spinning yarn; Chapter 5: tractor, flags, Lamborn 
autumn, hay field, senior woman; Chapter 6: fence and heritage 
machine, horse, woman and portraits, cows, flags; Chapter 7: 
winter mountains; Chapter 8: canyon river

John Cowan - Chapter 2: hay field

Ali Lightfoot - Chapter 3: young reporter

Celia Roberts -

Chapter 2: NF valley, H hill, orchard; Chapter 4: Zephyros 
greenhouse, Scott’s produce in the park

Jordan Schevené -

Chapter 1: winter mountain; Chapter 6: vintage wagon; Chapter 
9: Crawford ranch

Noah Silverstein - Chapter 3: artist loom

Theo Stroomer -

Chapter 4: Mike hauling hops; Chapter 5: Ed’s alternative 
home; Chapter 6: football team

Connie Willett -

Chapter 4: branding day; Chapter 6: Colton’s first branding
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CHAPTER 9

Thank You!

Thank you to our project partners!



Town of Paonia

Town of Hotchkiss

Paonia, Hotchkiss and Crawford Chambers of Commerce

Fiscal sponsor: Delta County Economic Development

Editor and Program Director: Alexis Halbert

Program Advisor: Elaine Brett

Graphic Designer (Hard copy book): Joy Kuhlman 

iBook Creator: Jim Brett

35

 

 

 

mailto:joykumpany@paonia.com?subject=What%20Matters%20Most%20book
mailto:joykumpany@paonia.com?subject=What%20Matters%20Most%20book

