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Dear Supporters,

This was a difficult transition year for CHC due to unexpected 
leadership changes. Nonetheless, thanks to your support CHC 
accomplished a great deal in Fiscal Year 2016 in our mission of 
protecting the North Fork Valley and Delta County’s air, water 
and foodsheds from the impacts of oil and gas development. We 
continue to hold state and federal government agencies account-
able to following environmental and administrative laws and 
regulations. We grew our membership to 500 members and our 
email subscriber list to over 1200. We were a founding member 
of the newly-formed statewide organization League of Oil and 
Gas Impacted Coloradans (LOGIC) launched in January 2016 
to support organizations like CHC at the state level by creating 
a unified voice for citizens impacted by oil and gas development, 
and prioritizing public health and safety. We published the first 
guidebook for conducting community-based air quality testing. 
We built new relationships with regional and national organiza-
tions. We won our State Director’s Review of the approved 108-
well Whitewater Master Development Plan along the Grand 
Mesa. We mobilized the community and our partner organi-
zations to respond to the Bureau of Land Management’s Draft 
Resource Management Plan for our planning area, which is the 
single biggest driver in the potential oil and gas industrialization 
of the North Fork Valley. Together, we are setting new standards 
for fighting back. 

In May 2016 the USGS released a report stating that with 
improved technologies, the Mancos Shale is now the 2nd largest 
natural gas reserve in the country. This, along with support for 
the Jordan Cove LNG terminal in Oregon by our Governor, US 
Senators, and County Commissioners, will make the Western 
Slope of Colorado and the North Fork Valley a battleground for 
increased natural gas extraction. In addition, as residential drill-
ing gains more momentum and regulatory and legislative atten-
tion on the Front Range, we can expect more pressure to develop 
Western Slope reserves. We can also expect an onslaught and 
rollback of environmental laws and regulations under the new 
Administration. We have our work cut out for us in 2017.

You are the source of CHC’s power. We will face these challenges 
with confidence knowing that you are here to keep us going.

Sincerely, Natasha Léger, Interim Executive Director
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2016 Highlights

2016 stRategic plan: 

 » CHC conducted a strategic planning review pro-
cess in the Spring. We held a community plan-
ning meeting for input on concerns and priorities 
in March, a strategic planning workshop in May, 
and completed our strategic plan in June. 

aiR Quality pRogRam

 » march: CHC released the findings of its compre-
hensive citizen-based air quality baseline testing 
program, and published the first guidebook for 
conducting community-based air quality testing 
--How Oil & gas Impacted Communities Can 
Test air Quality On a Small Budget: a Step-
By-Step guidebook Based On The north Fork 
Valley air Sampling Program. CHC partnered 
with The Endocrine Exchange (TEDX), the lead-
ing research organization on health impacts of 
environmental contaminants to the human endo-
crine system, to test 74 chemicals associated 
with oil and gas development and known to have 
adverse impacts on human health. Delta County 
residents now have a baseline record to measure 

Thank You!

Thank you to our wonderful members and volunteers who 
contributed to our success in 2016. Whether you made a finan-
cial contribution, dedicated your time as a volunteer, or made 
an in-kind donation, we are so very appreciative. Though 
space and cost constraints prevent us from listing all of our 
500 members who made a financial contribution, we are sin-
cerely grateful! We would like to extend a special thank you to 
our foundation funders and the individuals who contributed 
$250 or more during FY2016.



the impacts of chemicals from oil and gas extrac-
tion on air quality. The 45 chemicals detected 
were all below Environmental Protection agency 
(EPa) safety thresholds. Community nonprofits 
now have a step-by-step guide to implementing 
such a program. 

pRotect the noRth FoRk

 » march: CHC traveled to Lakewood, CO for the 
BLM’s public meeting on the BLM’s Methane 
Rule to prevent waste from natural gas produc-
tion. CHC submitted comments and identified 
the regulatory gap in pipeline safety regulations 
related to rural gas gathering pipelines. 

 » march: CHC provided written testimony in support 
of House Bill 16-1310 to hold oil and gas companies 
strictly liable for earthquakes caused by hydraulic 
fracturing and the consequent damages. 

 » march: CHC provided oral and written testimony 
in support of House Bill 16-1355 respecting the 
power of local government and county zoning 
and land use authority in siting oil and gas facili-
ties, as is the case for any other industry. 

Foundation Support
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Boettcher Foundation

Civil Society Institute 

new-Land Foundation 

Wolcott Family Foundation 

Wilderness Workshop



 » may: CHC attended the LOgIC Legislation 
Working group Meeting on developing priorities 
for the 2017 legislative session. 

 » June –september: The BLM released its long-
awaited draft Resource Management Plan (RMP) 
for the Uncompahgre Field Office. The preferred 
alternative calls for opening 95% of BLM lands 
and minerals to oil and gas leasing. CHC orga-
nized the community and partner organizations 
around a no-leasing alternative. CHC mobilized 
turnout to BLM’s public meetings in Hotchkiss, 
Delta and Montrose, held 3 public meetings in 
Paonia, Hotchkiss and Crawford, a series of 
community meetings, provided comment writing 
guidance, and developed a series of fact sheets, 
comment letter templates and resources to 
empower the community to submit substantive 
comments. CHC also conducted a radio and 
ad campaign to bring awareness to the RMP 
and importance of participating in the public 
comment period. While the comment period on 
the RMP ended in november 2016, after the 
end of FY2016, it is important to note that this 
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2 anonymous, Brad Burritt & Danielle Carre, georgine Carre , Chris 
Carrier, Rick Deane, Shirley Ela, georgia Finnigan, Christine & John 
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Helleckson, Marley & Linda Hodgson, Bonnie and David Inouye, 
Sam and Isabel Jewell, Lisa Joss, Mike Kobrin, John Moore, Colin 
O’Brien, Elizabeth O’Reilly, Kevin Parks, Cynthia Patterson, Bob 

Pennetta, Tom Phillips, Peter Pruett & Donna Formell, Katie & Kevin 
Reily, Kari Schoonhoven & Don Hepnar, Elizabeth Skelton & Peter 
McCarville, Moni Slater, Shane & Paige Smith, Dan & Bernadette 
Stech, Marilyn Stone & Mike Drake, Phyllis Swackhammer & Steve 

Lyons, Dana & Lindsey Thomas, John & Janene VanDenBerg, James 
& Doris Teal Wehrmacher, 

CHC would also like to thank the over twenty businesses  
who support us.



community organizing and collaboration with 
regional and national partners led to an unprec-
edented number of public comments submitted 
to the BLM Uncompahgre Field Office. a total 
42,000 no-leasing comments were submitted out 
of 53,000 total comments on the RMP. 

goveRnment accountability

 » may: BLM confirmed 39 leases in Delta County 
totaling approximately 66,000 acres are closed 
to further action and terminated pursuant to BLM 
rules.

 » may: We won our State Director Review of 
BLM’s approval of Fram Operating LLC’s 
proposed 108-well master development plan 
in Whitewater along the grand Mesa. Western 
Environmental Law Center filed a State Director’s 
Review on behalf of CHC, Citizens for Clean air, 
and Western Colorado Congress. The decision 
was remanded to the grand Junction Field Office 
for failure to consider the impacts of hydraulic 
fracturing. 
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Fiscal Year 2016 Financials

The CHC Fiscal Year runs from October 1-September 31. 

Revenue

Memberships and Donations  $27,686 

Foundation Support $34,656

In-Kind  $1,200 

Special Event Revenue $2,952 

Total $66,494

expenses

Operations Facilities & Equipment $13,554

Payroll & Professional Fees $80,512 

Travel & Meetings $3,589

Total $97,655 

 
 
**Our revenues are down from FY2015 due to transi-
tion, while our expenses increased 5.7%. CHC’s reserves 
funded the net operating loss. 
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citizens for a healthy community
Mail: P.O. Box 1283, Paonia, CO 81428

Phone: 970-399-9700
Email: info@chc4you.org

www.chc4you.org


